

ADOPTED 9/27/11


Introduced by Council Members Daniels and Brown & Co-Sponsored by
CM Jones:
RESOLUTION 2011-608-A
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF EDDIE STATON UPON THE OCCASION OF HIS PASSING; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Eddie Staton was raised in Pueblo, Colorado and served in the U.S. Air Force for several years before attending the University of Nebraska and earning his bachelor’s degree in elementary education; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Staton taught school in Omaha for a time before giving up the teaching profession to have a more direct impact on his community by running a community center and engaging in other outreach activities intended to improve the lives of Omaha’s citizens; and


WHEREAS, in 1989 when the son of his friend John Foster was severely beaten by gang members attempting to steal the son’s car, Eddie Staton decided that the time had come to take even more direct action against violence, and he and Mr. Foster founded MAD DADS, an organization whose aim is to keep young people away from drugs and violence by confronting the community’s problems head-on with direct action and a visible presence in the streets; and 


WHEREAS, MAD DADS has since grown from its humble roots in Omaha to encompass 60 chapters in 17 states and a chapter in Rotterdam, Netherlands, was awarded one of President George H. W. Bush’s Thousand Points of Light awards in 1990, was honored with a President’s Volunteer Action Award by President Bill Clinton in 1994 at a White House rose garden ceremony, and won the 1995 “Essence Award” from Essence Magazine; and


WHEREAS, in 2001 Eddie Staton moved to Jacksonville and led the national MAD DADS organization from here, until his retirement from active leadership in January 2011; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Staton devoted a large part of his life to organizing his community to stand up, be accountable, and provide inspiration and hope for our young people, and Jacksonville, the state of Florida and the nation are saddened by his untimely passing but inspired by his example; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commemorates the life and countless accomplishments of MAD DADS founder Eddie Staton, and expresses its sincere condolences to Mr. Staton’s family, friends and acquaintances upon his passing.  Eddie Staton’s example of selfless service and vigorous protection of his community should stand as a shining example to us all of the power of individuals to take back their neighborhoods from crime and violence and to model positive behavior for our youth.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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